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Since 2012, Australia’s junior men’s national football teams have secured just four top four finishes
from thirteen attempts at AFC U-17, U-20, and U-23 Championships.
Throughout this period, Australia failed to qualify for two FIFA U-17 World Cups, three consecutive
FIFA U-20 World Cups, and two consecutive Olympic Games (London 2012 and Rio 2016).

The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic has
presented Football Federation Australia (FFA) a
chance to reflect on the current development
opportunities available to our elite youth footballers.
Having recently qualified the Olyroos (U-23) to our
first Olympics in 12 years, Graham Arnold and his
staff have identified a significant lack of match
experience across our player pool in comparison to

leading football nations.

This ‘Performance Gap’ study set out to identify and
obtain an in-depth understanding of the current
deficiencies within the performance phase for our
elite U-17 to U-23 men’s footballers. Although we
acknowledge there is a vast range of factors that
contribute to the holistic development of a
professional footballer, regular match minutes during
this age bracket are a critical element in fulfilling a
player’s potential. Match experience during these
crucial years are often the difference between a long-
term playing career, or a talent exiting the game

prematurely.

The purpose of this study is to commence a collective
discussion and develop solutions that ensure our
talented youth players are afforded opportunities to
progress their careers. We believe such
opportunities will drive future generations of
successful national teams and help to underpin the

broader Australian football ecosystem.

The study aims to provide evidence based on the

following principles:

* Assess opportunities for our elite players from U-17
to U-23 to reqgularly obtain valuable match minutes,
resembling their counterparts in Europe/Asia;

* |dentify competition structures that supports
producing players and enhances the likelihood to

transitioning into professional football;

AFC Junior Men’s Championships

Birth Year so\c{:?:gggos OLYROOS
89 & 90 2008

91 & 92 2010

93 & 94 2012

95 & 96 2014

97 & 98 2016

99 & 00 2018

01 & 02 2020

Top Four Finish (Qualifying for World Cup)
Did Not Qualify (Youth Program Shutdown)

* National Football Identity is placed as a priority so
that player pathways produce generations of
successful national teams;

* Develop a robust domestic training compensation
and solidarity payments structure that encourages
domestic and international transfers, while
ensuring that earnings are reinvested into the

domestic game at all levels.

I'd like to thank Graham Arnold, Doug Kors and
James Duvcevski (FFA Technical and National Teams
Department) for their significant contributions to this
study. | extend this thanks to the Technical, Leagues
and Legal Departments at FFA for their additions in
providing key information. | look forward to

evaluating the opportunities for change.

James Johnson
Football Federation Australia CEO
The Performance Gap



AGE DISTRIBUTION OF PROFESSIONAL MALE FOOTBALLERS

MATCH MINUTES PLAYED BY AGE ACROSS 35 1ST DIVISION LEAGUES

Individual player profile and o)
performance data was collected
across 35 professional 1st division 8
men’s leagues from four different 5
confederations across five seasons
(2014-15 to 2018-19). é 6
k=
The sample includes 777 teams E S
with 35,972 male players, with a r;E 4
combined 110,451,360 match Y
minutes. X 3
The distribution across these ages 2
identifies that the peak ages for 1
playing professional football for a 5

male player occurs between the
14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40
ages of 24 and 29. Age

Data Collected from 35 1st Division Leagues over 5 Seasons
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Profiling National Football Identities using Age Distribution of Match Minutes
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Leagues that have a distribution Leagues that have a distribution Leagues that have distribution that
that can be seen more towards that can be seen more in the can be seen more towards the
the left can be profiled as havinga middle can be profiled as havinga right can be profiled as having an

Production Identity. Peak Performance Identity. Experienced Player Identity.

Playing more than 2250 minutes (90 minutes x 25 matches) in a season, under the

The Performance Gap age of 23, was seen as a significant indicator for positive career progression.



2014/15TO 18/19 AGE DISTRIBUTION IN 1ST DIVISION LEAGUES

Netherlands Croatia
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League Identity
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. Peak Performance
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Age which plays .
highest number of
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14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 3638 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 3638
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Russia
29

14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 3638

Brazil

28

14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 3638
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Norway
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France

26

14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 3638

Spain
27

14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 3638

Turkey
29
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Chile

27
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South Korea
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Qatar
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1st Division leagues in Netherlands, Croatia, Belgium, Norway, Serbia & Uruguay
The Performance Gap

can be categorised as leagues with a Production Identity.



THE FOOTBALL IDENTITY OF THE HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE

MATCH MINUTES PLAYED BY AGE IN HAL 2014/15 to 18/19

A

The Hyundai A-League (HAL) can be

profiled as a league with an identity of

@& HYUNDAI
A-LFAGUE

playing experienced players.

Players who turned 32 years old

during the season played the most
number of match minutes over the T
past five seasons. This was the highest y

observed across all 35 leagues.

The age distribution in the HAL does

14 16 18 20 22 24 20 28 30 32 34 36 38

24-29 range, this bimodal distribution is likely caused by the lack of Australian footballers born in 1990 playing

not peak as expected in the

professional football in the last five years.

The 1990s - Development Timeline

Number of Players
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1990 playin T 1990 play in 1990 play in
the HAL m the HAL the HAL
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so s The average number of
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changes its eligible for ’M"N‘ footballers Only 3 players to pqu for the
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age inta ke, NYL as ﬁ bornin Moo >
skipping the overage ™Y 1000 playin Behi 3{; is 7-8 players.
1990 year players the HAL Gig nI:O;.I This is the lowest in 45
group 1 plays >2250 mins years.

2010-19 Hyundai A-League Players with > 2250 Minutes in a Season

AUS Eligible Player
B NOTEligible Player

1999

1998

1990 =\ =

ElrichT BoogaardN ColeS

B D I n Franijicl DApuzzoA KilkennyN

JanjetovicV LeijerA LiaVince

CaceresA KennedyB PaartaluE MusialikS

Clisby) AndersonZ MarroneM SimonM

DelbridgeH BaccusKr BozanicO BroxhamL VelaphiT ZadkovichR  ToporStanley BojicP

HalloranB BirighittiM DeVerel GriffithsRo idosicD

HamillB Davidson) JesicM

Ibini-IseiB GoodwinC JurmanM

Troisi)  BEIGELC] liB JakobsenM
WIIIamSD ---

Brillante] Jeggo) GrantR

LowryS

BrownC Duncan) PetratosD McGowanD BrattanL NevilleS

Elsey) Geria) Risdon] Hingert] NicholsM ZulloM M LlorenteR
GallowayS McGing] Maclaren| RyanM KurtoF MooyA RedmayneA Mierzejewski MoriyasuH
GaruccioB ONeillB icN SainsburyT

DengT Aspro]

1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984

Pasfield] Brosqu
CaravellaZ

DjulbicD

i - et e

ThwaiteM

oghA
I -

Fyfelain

North)

SmithM
ompsonM

ernandezC | Montgomery [SIEIETIGHS KellerS

VanDenBrink SigmundB | BosschaartP | Mac

m- o ------

1983

SrhojW

Beauchamp

GalekovicE

HughesA BertosL

BrownTim

ReidPaul

Hutchinson] Burns)

DelpierreM

McFlynnT

ThompsonA McBreenD BoltonC

PetkovicM

1976 1975

1982 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977

PLAYERS WITH MORE THAN >2250 MINUTES IN A SEASON IN THE HAL FROM 2010-2019
The Performance Gap



HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 2019/20 SEASON AT COVID BREAK

The current 2019/20 season,
paused due to COVID19,
highlights the Performance Gap

10

that exists in Australian football
with limited match minutes
being played by players born
between 1995-1997.

This data is similar to what we
have observed with the 1990

age group, but is now spread

N w H &) ()] N (00] o

Moving Average of % of Match Minutes

—
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across three consecutive years.

2003

2002

18 20 22 24 20 28 30 32 34 36 38

Based on the data available, without any changes, we would anticipate that it will be likely the bimodal

6

MATCH MINUTES PLAYED BY AGE IN HAL 2019/20 AT COVID BREAK

@& HYUNDAI

ae A-LFAGUE

/- Birth Year

distribution viewed over the past five seasons will continue, with a larger decrease in the peak performance ages

as these 95-97s move into the Peak 24-29 year old category.

The 1996s - Development Timeline

™ AlHAL
nmmm Academies
quwwqr are now

’I"I"I"I' playing in
T NPL

1 plays >2250 mins

2017
21YO

o 0 0 o A
T HAL
wwww Academies

can only
i

2016
20YO

The National

Youth League

is reduced to
8 games

register 3
players
20-23YO

Mfﬂ 9 AUS
'I"I"I"I' f°°t§§::]elrrs‘ 15 players, born in 1996, who represented Australia at Junior
T 1996 play in Men’s AFC Championships are not currently professional
the HAL footballers. They are 24 years old.
2018 2019 2020
22YO 23YO 24Y0O
Ter 4 AUS
football
OOtbc?rneirr? Only 1 If this remains
1996 play in SI?Iccerpo this will be the lowest
the HAL rustic in Socceroos history.

Hyundai A-League 2019/20 Players with > 1350 Minutes in a Season
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AUS Eligible Player
B NOTEligible Player

12
11

10

’ Born

(o)) N (0]

Number of Players

6]

lzzoPaul

KingJoel

nnnnnnnn

- o o - -- - -- T “--
-- o -

- o

2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995

1995-97

DelbridgeH

HalloranB

GrantA PainC Petratos| D

GillespheyM  [IVES =)

1994 1993

NabboutA McGowanD

1992

DukeM Franjicl

GrantR DeVereL BashaM

BroxhamL BaumjohannA

BrattanL Jurman| M KilkennyN

OarTommy Chianese| ) McGowanR JamiesonS Fornaro liB JakobsenM ToporStanley

AldredT NevilleS MullerN LeFondreA Berish

WilkinsonA CastroD

1986 1985 1982

1984

1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1983

PLAYERS WITH MORE THAN >1350 MINUTES IN HAL 2019/20 AT COVID19 BREAK
The Performance Gap
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HOW MUCH PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL IS PLAYED IN AUS?

TOTAL MATCH MINUTES PLAYED BY PLAYERS IN 1ST DIVISION TEAMS IN 2018/19

England 945,277
Spain 930,477
USA 926,556
France 900,192
Argentina 895,936
Mexico 876,279
Italy 865,089
Brazil 862,776
Japan 832,016
Portugal 768,326
Turkey 733,869
Germany 730,615

Netherlands 716,292

Belgium 705,330
Serbia 663,033
Uruguay 635,935
Greece 611,446
Russia 588,227
Scotland 585,624
Norway 583,128
Denmark 572,773

Saudi Arabia 559,143

China 556,844
Iran 542,721

South Korea 516,952

Sweden 505,348
Austria 464,580
Ukraine 444,960

Switzerland 428,546

= Australia [[OR=EI TPV A Ll K= e)0)) 317,901 Peak Performance .
Qatar [(PAZE PP A I REE R O 287,215 Experienced Player .

% of Match Minutes played by Under 23s

Chile 420,598
Croatia 412,314
UAE 378,745 .
. League Identity
Thailand 365,416 |
Wales 355,963 proocion [

OK 50K 100K 150K 200K 250K 300K 350K 400K 450K 500K 550K 600K 650K 700K 750K 800K 850K 900K 950K T1000K T1050K

% OF MATCH MINUTES PLAYED BY U-23sin 2018/19

Australia has the second lowest professional 1st division match

40 % Match Minutes played . .
/ by U-23YOs minutes available compared to the other 35 leagues researched.
36%
3

5%

32%

30 From these match minutes, only 19% are played by players under

27%

I 26%

Uruguay Croatia Netherlands  Serbia Belgium Norway Australia

the age of 23. The equivalent of 2 players from a starting 11.

24%

20 o . . .
D% Leagues that we can categorise as having a Production

|dentity will have 24-36% of match minutes played by U-23s.

10 The equivalent of 3 to 4 players out of a starting 11.

0 The Performance Gap
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“YOU CAN’'T WIN ANYTHING WITH KIDS” - A FOOTBALL MYTH
% OF MATCH MINUTES PLAYED BY U-23 PLAYERS IN 1ST DIVISION TEAMS IN 2018/19

37.2%

Royal Excel Mouscron

34.8%

Club Brugge KV

32.0%

Sint-Truidense VV

31.8%

KV Oostende

15.5%

Royal Antwerp
FC

26.2%

Standard Liege

30.0%

RSC Anderlecht

15.5%

RSC Charleroi

14.6%

KSC Lokeren

29.7%

Cercle Brugge

54.0%

FK Spartak Subotica

32.1%

26.4%

FK Napredak
Krusevac

62.9%

NK Rudes

2.7% KV Kortrijk

46.8%

NK Lokomotiva Zagreb

42.2%

NK Istra 96

37.0%

HNK Hajduk Split

38.8%

FK Vojvodina Novi Sad
FK Radnik Surdulica

47.9%

FK Cukaricki

14.3%

FK Proleter Novi Sad

29.2%

FK Vozdovac

. Uruguayan 1st Division . Dutch 1st Division . Serbian 1st Division . Belgian 1st Division

One of the most common misconceptions in
football is that playing youth players will hurt a
teams ability to win games. However, the data
shows that there is no relationship between
Points Per Game and % Match Minutes played
by U-23s.

It is common for leagues with a Production
|dentity to have many teams with U-23 year olds

achieving more than 30% of match minutes.

Points Per Game

In the past five seasons of the HAL there has only

been a total of five teams to achieve this.

Leagues with a Production Identity average

more than seven teams per season.

The Performance Gap

11.5%

FK Mladost Lucani

2.8

2.6

24

2.2
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0.8
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0.4

0.2

24.0%

Western Sydney
Wanderers

28.0%

NK Inter Zapresic

26.9%

HNK Gorica

27.7%

GNK Dinamo Zagreb

11.0% | 10.7%

FK Radnicki Red Star
Nis Belgrade

31.5%

Slaven Belupo Koprivnica

10.5%

OFK Backa

5 10

15.9%

Newcastle United Jets

12.8%

Sydney FC

PANA

HNK Rijeka

27.0%

NK Osijek

13.8%

Melbourne Victory

4.6%

Perth Glory

. Croatian 1st Division . Norwegian 1st Division

Club Nacional
2015'®

’

PSV Eindhoven
2014/159

Ajax Amsterdam
2018/19'9®

FC Nordsjaelland

2016/1 7\
o

There is no relationship between points per game and % of Match
Minutes played by U-23 players in Men'’s Professional Football.

15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85

% of Match Minutes played by U-23




U-23 PLAYERS ELIGIBLE FOR NATIONAL TEAMS TO PLAY IN 2018/19
U-23 PLAYERS TO PLAY IN 1ST DIVISIONS RESEARCHED IN 2018/19

Serbian Norwegian Dutch Croatian Belgian
Eligible Eligible Eligible Eligible Eligible

220

200

180

160
There were 93

U-23 Australians
who played in the
35 first division
researched

140

120

100

80

60

40

20

Australian
Eligible

Uruguayan
Eligible

Japanese
Eligible

U-23 PLAYERS TO PLAY MORE THAN 2250 MINS IN 2018/19

Nicolas Acevedo
Jose Alberti
3 0 Gonzalo Andrada
Michel Araujo
2 8 Federico Barrandeguy
Rodrigo Bentancur
2 6 Sebastian Caceres
Yvo Calleros Hayato Araki
e 24 Agustin Canobbio Ritsu Doan
q>{ 2 2 Felipe Carballo Srdjan Babic Keita Endo
LU Guzman Corujo Filip Bainovic Teruki Hara
& 2 O Ignacio de Arruabarrena Miroslav Bogosavac Daiki Hashioka
(@) Nicolas De La Cruz Nemanja Glavcic Tomoki lwata
qh) Gonzalo Falcon Marko llic Daichi Kamada
QO -I 8 Rodrigo Formento Luka Jovic Takahiro Kunimoto
g Maxi Gomez Dejan Kerkez Koki Machida
Z -I 6 Emanuel Gularte Zarija Lambulic Ko Matsubara
Facundo Kidd Dusan Markovic Kento Misao
1 4 Federico Martinez Svetozar Markovic O n I 3 Of t h e 9 3 Kazuya Miyahara
Gabriel Neves Nikola Milenkovic Petar Bosancic Sebastiaan Bornauw U = 2 Au St ra I ia ns Tsukasa Morishima
-I 2 Juan Pintado Milos Ostojic Antonio Bosec Rocky Bushiri p Iayed more Shinnosuke Nakatani
Ignacio Ramirez Danilo Pantic Marijan Cabraja Maximiliano Caufriez thap 2 2 5 0 Ryoya Ogawa
-I O Diego Rossi Marko Pantic Ivo Grbic Alexis De Sart min UteS Keisuke Osako
Jean Rosso Njegos Petrovic Luka Ivanusec Wout Faes Mitsuki Saito
8 Pablo Siles Lazar Randjelovic Nikola Katic Bryan Heynen Ryosuke Shindo
Nicolas Sosa Dragan Rosic Marko Maric Herve Matthys Daiki Suga
6 Lucas Torreira Stefan Sapic Vinko Medjimorec Siebe Schrijvers Daiki Sugioka
Manuel Ugarte Dusan Stevanovic Karlo Muhar Jur Schryvers Yohei Takaoka
4 Santiago Viera Miladin Stevanovic Josip Posavec Youri Tielemans Ao Tanaka
Matias Vina Nemanja Tekijaski Zvonimir Sarlija Benjamin Van Durmen Jesse Curran Yugo Tatsuta
2 Facundo Waller Nikola Vasiljevic Ivan Sunjic Zinho Vanheusden Thomas Deng Takehiro Tomiyasu
0 Joaquin Zeballos Igor Zlatanovic Nikola Vlasic Louis Verstraete Fran Karacic Tsuyoshi Watanabe
Uruguayan Serbian Norwegian Dutch Croatian Belgian Australian Japanese

Eligible

Eligible

Eligible Eligible

Eligible

Eligible

Nations that have Leagues with a Production Identity will average 15% of their

Eligible

U-23 Players playing more than 2250 minutes in a season. This creates a player pool in the
The Performance Gap

range of 15-30 U-23 players for National Team selection. Australia has 3.

Eligible



IMPACT ON AUSTRALIAN MEN’S NATIONAL TEAMS

MATCH MINUTES PLAYED FOR THE SOCCEROQS SINCE FIFA WORLD CUP RUSSIA 2018™

100 p:th Year that will fall in the O
‘ @  Behich

24-29 Peak Category during Ryan  Orant
1000 FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022T™

o
& ‘ Irvine .

Degenek

Circle Size = Number of Caps

900

< Sainsbury
: O
Q @)
E 800 Mabil Milligan
g
(a4
2 700
O
O
5 O
<§E 600 Rogic
@
E Maclaren
S 500
O
% Ikonomidis ‘
= L Mooy
c uongo
£ 400 @,
% ‘ o Leckie
g Jeggo .
> 300 Kruse
8 Amini © )
o @) Giannou
) Taggart .
o © Risdon
3 200 . . 0 g
Souttar Borrello  Smith o Wright o
Boyle Goodwin Vuk:)vic
100 . Nabbout.‘ o ©Redmayne
O'Neill Juric Duke Jurman
o Hrusti i Spiranovic
0 Arzani © Gersba.ct\ Deng i .Wllllams. O
2002 2000 1998 1996 1994 1992 1990 1988 1986 1984
DOB

These findings will have an impact on the age profile of the Socceroos over the next two FIFA World Cup cycles.

There will be a limited number of 24-29 year old players NUMBER OF U-30 TO PLAY >2250 MINS IN 18/19,

in the player pool available for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 90
2022™ This will likely result in Australia having one of %0
its oldest squads at the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 20
60
However, the Performance Gap is already having an .
impact on the current national team player pool. During 20
the 2018/19 season there were only 34 Australians "
under the age of 30 who played > 2250 minutes. .
Japan had 97 players and in November 2019 returned to I I . 12
being the #1 Ranked men'’s team in Asia for the first time Japan Iran South Korea Australia
since 2014. This data has been expanded to include

2nd divisions from England, Spain & Germany

More than half (56%) of Australian men who play more than 2250 minutes in

Thgjrerformance Gap a Ist division season, before they turn 23, go on to play for the Socceroos.



IMPACT ON HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE AND MEMBER FEDERATIONS

NUMBER OF TRANSFERS BY AGE TOTAL TRANSFERS FEES PAID BY AGE
8K
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FIFA GLOBAL TRANSFER MARKET REPORT 2019
FIFA's 2019 Global Transfer Market Report illustrates the impact on international transfers for professional

leagues with an Experienced Player Identity. This identity limits the amount of international transfers and

transfer fees into Australian football.

Only 15% of transfers in football occur in the 30+ Experienced Player bracket, which contributes
only 6% of transfer fees in the global transfer market.

Historically there has been over $50M AUD in transfer fees paid to HAL clubs, however this is significantly
less compared to the leagues with a Production Identity who brought in an average $65.35M USD each

last season, compared to Australia’s $1.9M USD.

~ TRANSFER INCOME 2019 (USD MILLION) NET TRANSFER INCOME 2019 (USD MILLION)

England |
France |
spain | —
Portugal [
Germany [N
ealy
Netherlands [IEEEEEE
Brazil [
Belgium [N
Argentina | ENEEEEE
Austria _
Turkey [N Argentina
Mexico _ 144.7
Russia _
Denmark -
switzerland [ I
wales | »
usA |
Croatia - .

Uruguay -

Sweden [l '

Scotland [} Uruguay

N ] Belgium Croatia 46.4 Switzerland
orway 113.0 374 A 44.1
Serbia ||}

Greece [}

Japan . '

Korea:eputllic : Denmark * Aé.list:ila
Saudi Arabia . 47.7 ' '

chile i League Identity !

Qatar | »_
United Arab Emirates | Production . Netherlands
ChinaPR | 273.6

Australia | Peak Performance .

Thailand |

Iran | Experienced Player .
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000

Transfer Fees Recieved (USD Million)

More than half (55%) of Australians who play more than 2250 minutes in a Hyundai
The Performance Gap

Portugal
384.0

Brazil

299.0

Australia brought
in a net value of
1.3 million USD

A-League season, before they turn 23, are sold overseas for a transfer fee.



TRAINING COMPENSATION & SOLIDARITY MECHANISM

Domestic
Training Compensation

Training Compensation is a financial
reimbursement paid to a player’s

training clubs when a player signs their

first professional contract and/or on

each subsequent transfer until their

23rd birthday.

A player’s training clubs are considered
to be every club that has contributed to
their training, starting from the season of
their 12th birthday through to the
season of their 21st birthday.

Domestic Training
Compensation

(U-23 Players

First Professmnal
Contract

@ HYUNDAI
A-LFAGUE
CLUB

$10,000 AUD

Pro-Rated to clubs registered to between
12th - 21st birthday.

20O

@& HYUNDAI NATIONAL NATIONAL NATIONAL
A-LFAGUE PREMIER LEAGUES PREMIERLEAGUES PREMIER LEAGUES

CLUB CLUB CLUB CLUB

Domestic Training Compensation is paid to FFA
and then distributed by FFA.

Domestic Training
Compensation

(U-23 Players)

=

& wuonor Moves to a new club @ rvunoa
A-LEAGUE A-LEAGUE

cave  gfter end of contract  ctue
$6,000 AUD

To the last domestic
club registered with.

No Compensation
To junior clubs

@ HYUNDAI TIONAL
A-LFAGUE PREM'ER LEAGUES PREM'ER LEAGUES PREMlER LEAGUES
CLUB CLUB CLUB CLUB

International
Training Compensation

International Training Compensation
works in a similar manner to Domestic
Training Compensation, however the

amount of compensation payable to and
from International Clubs is governed by
FIFA Statutes and depends on the
specified category of the new Club.

International Training

&

(U-23 PIayers)

CATEGORY ONE
CLUB

First Professmnal
Contract

€90,000 EURO* €10,000 EURO

Per Season to clubs Per Season to clubs
registered with between registered with between
16th - 21st birthday. 12th - 15th birthday.

260 ®@®

@& HYUNDAI NATIONAL NATIONAL NATIONAL
A-LFAGUE PREMIER LEAGUES PREMIER LEAGUES PREMIER LEAGUES

CLUB CLUB CLUB CLUB

* Compensation value depends on FIFA categorisation.

International Training

Compensation
(U-23 Players)
& wvwnor [Moves to a new club  uverma

=

A-LEAGUE CATEGORY TWO
cave  gfter end of contract ciue
€60,000 EURO*

No Compensation
To junior clubs

200®

@& HYUNDAI NATIONAL NATIONAL NATIONAL
A-LFAGUE PREMIER LEAGUES PREMIERLEAGUES PREMIERLEAGUES

CLUB CLUB CLUB CLUB

To the last domestic
club registered with.

Solidarity
Mechanism

If a professional moves during the

course of a contract, 5% of any

compensation, not including training

compensation paid to his former club,
shall be deducted from the total amount
of this compensation and distributed by
the new club as a solidarity contribution
to the club(s) involved in his training and

education over the years.

Transfer Fees &
Solidarity Mechanism

D% @

Transfered
@& HYUNDAI INTERNATIONAL

A-LFAGUE FOOTBALL
e Between Clubs ores

5% OF TRANSFER FEE

Pro-Rated to clubs registered to between
12th - 23rd birthday as solidarity contribution.

20O

@& HYUNDAI NATIONA| NATIONA NATIONAL
A-LFAGUE PREMIER I.EAGUES PREMIER LEAGUES PREMIER LEAGUES
CLUB CLUB CLUB CLUB

International Training Compensation and Solidarity is
distributed by the players new club and overseen by FIFA.

Transfer Fees &
Solidarity Mechanism

O @

Transfered
INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL

FOOTBALL FOOTBALL
ore: Between Clubs ore:

5% OF TRANSFER FEE

Pro-Rated to clubs registered to between
12th - 23rd birthday as solidarity contribution.

20B®®

@& HYUNDAI NATIONAL NATIONAL NATIONAL
A-LFAGUE PREMIERLEAGUES PREMIERLEAGUES PREMIERLEAGUES

CLUB CLUB CLUB CLUB

It is estimated that NPL clubs are owed hundreds of thousands in unclaimed
The Performance Gap Iraining Compensation and Solidarity Contribution. However, there is a two year

statute of limitations on applications to FIFA's Dispute Resolution Chamber.



CASE STUDY -

Domestic Training
Compensation

(U-23 Players)

2

N  First Professional
Contract

Sydney FC
Hyundai A-League

$10,000 AUD

Pro-Rated to clubs registered to
between 12th - 21st birthday.

Sydney FC (Amateur) Sydney OlympicFC Sydney University SFC Maroubra United FC
NPL1 NSW NPL1 NSW NPL3 NSW Community Club NSW

CASE STUDY -

Domestic Training
Compensation

(U-23 Players)

A

Melbourne Victory
Hyundai A-League

$10,000 AUD

Pro-Rated to clubs registered to
between 12th - 21st birthday.

Melbourne Victory  Green GulleySC Western EaglesSC  Playford cny SC Adelaide Blue Eagles
(Amateur) NPL1 VIC VIC State League 3 NPL2S NPL2 SA

18-year-old midfielder Ryan Teague captained

Australia’s Joeys at the FIFA U-17 World Cup in 2019.

Between 2017 and 2019, Teague played over 20

international youth fixtures, comprising games at AFF,

AFC, and FIFA tournaments, as well as supplementary

friendly matches (tours to Turkey & England).

Sydney FC secured a transfer fee for Teague —to FC

Famalicao of Portugal — following his showings in

Brazil, which he had prepared for with back to back
seasons of more than 2250 minutes in NPL1 and NYL.

Teague made one appearance for the Sky Blues in the

Hyundai A-League prior to his departure, aged 17.

23-year-old defender Thomas Deng secured a
transfer from Melbourne Victory to Urawa Red
Diamonds in Japan’s top-flight after captaining
Australia to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the
AFC U-23 Championship Thailand 2020.

Deng has been exposed to significant and consistent

match minutes at strong levels of the game

throughout his career thus far. In back-to-back HAL

campaigns (17/18 & 18/19) Deng played more than

2250 minutes.

In total, Deng played 6,554 minutes for Victory, over
20 caps for Australia at U-20, U-23, and senior level

(one Socceroos cap).

RYAN TEAGUE

Transfer Fees &
Solidarity Mechanism

Transfered
Betwee N CI u b S F.C. Famalicdo

Primeira Liga (Portugal)

Sydney FC
Hyundai A-League

5% OF TRANSFER FEE

Pro-Rated to clubs registered to between
12th - 23rd birthday as solidarity contribution.

Sydney FC (Amateur) Sydney OlympicFC Sydney University SFC Maroubra United FC
NPL1 NSW NPL1 NSW NPL3 NSW Community Club NSW

THOMAS DENG

Transfer Fees &
Solidarity Mechanism

Transfered

Melbourne Victory Between CI u b S Urawa Red Diamonds
Hyundai A-League J1 League (Japan)

5% OF TRANSFER FEE

Pro-Rated to clubs registered to between
12th - 23rd birthday as solidarity contribution.

Melbourne Victory  Green Gulley SC Western EaglesSC  Playford City SC Adelaide Blue Eagles
(Amateur) NPL1VIC VIC State League 3 NPL2S NPL2 SA




CHALLENGES - JUNIOR NATIONAL TEAM PROGRAMS

s o -20 National
Limited Program U
| AUSTRALIA BT vema JAPAN
Between 2012-2018 Australian 2018
Junior National Men's Team
rograms have commonly onl
ProS yony ANUARY 3 Matches
operated for half of the year, J Spain Tour
between July to November.
MARCH 3 Matches
It is more common for National Indonesia Tour
Teams in Asia to play in January,
March and June with many teams JUNE 3 Matches
L : Portugal Tour
taking international tours.
3 Matches 3 Matches
Lack of Japan Tour AUGUST Local Tournament
International Matches
Between 2012-2018 Australian 3 Matches SEPTEMBER 4 Ma.tCheS
: : , Local Camp Brazil Tour
Junior National Men'’s Team are often
limited to local or Asian based
camps and tours 2 Matches OCTOBER 2 Matches
' Pre Camp Pre Camp
This limits the amount of
international matches against high 8 Matches TOTAL GAMES 18 Matches
level opponents. 3 vs National Teams PRIORTO 11 vs National Teams
5 vs Club Teams AFC CHAMP /7 vs Club Teams

CHALLENGES - HOW DO WE CATEGORISE A YOUTH PLAYER

AFC 2 2

@& HYUNDAI NATIONAL
A-LFAGUE PREMIER LEAGUES
2019/20 Championships 2019/20 Season 2020 Season
(1997s-) Olyroos (1996s - ) Extended Substitutes (2000 - 2004) NPL Player
(2001s -) Young Socceroos ~ (1998s -) Minimum 3x U-21 Players (1997-1999) Overage Player
(2004s - ) Joeys (1999s - ) FYL Player

2019/20 Age Category’s Across National Teams & Leagues

Players born in identified year and younger years were eligible

The Performance Gap



CHALLENGES - 2-STAR ACADEMIES IN NPL

U20 Age Limit

Hyundai A-League Academies are
limited to U-20 players with only
3-4 players between 21-23 years
old eligible to be registered as
“overage players”, depending on
the member federations
competition regulations.

No One or Three Stars

There are currently no other 1, 2 or
3- Star Academies.

The last accreditation was awarded
in March 2018.

Annual Leave

Professional contracted players are
required to be given an opportunity
to take five weeks annual leave
requirements under government
legislation. This is generally taken
after the HAL season, meaning these
players miss parts of the NPL season.

Upcoming Expiry
The current 2-Star Academy status

expires in December 2020.

The FFA Technical Director would
perform these evaluations.

NPL1 SA

NPL3 VIC

Level of Competition

Only four out of the nine Two Star
Academies are currently in NPL]I

WSW & CCM are in NPL2 NSW
MCY & MVC are in NPL3 VIC
NEW are in NPL4 NSW

Schedule Clash with HAL

In some cases a teams HAL side will
play on the same day as a clubs NPL
side, meaning that players who don’t
get match minutes in the HAL are

unable to play in the NPL.

There are currently 1028 players registered to 2-Star Academies for the 2020 NPL

Season.

The Performance Gap



CHALLENGES - NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE

[ ]
8 Game Season Conference Based Expansion Teams
In 2015-16 the National Youth League In 2015-16 the NYL was changed Expansion clubs require time to build
(NYL) was reduced from an 18 game from a nation wide competition to a their NYL and Academy teams.
season to a 8 game season plus conference system based on location. This limits the opportunities for
grand final. This makes it difficult to align contracted players to gain competitive
This proves a maximum of only 810 schedules to the HAL teams. matches minutes outside of the HAL.
minutes available to play in. MATCH MINUTES PLAYED BY U-23 PLAYERS WHO APPEARED IN HAL MATCHDAY
28 PR R
Schedule Clash 256 o .. N
e = 4 Pearce & Wales @ @ Lesiotis \t L
o . .
WIth HAL U; 24 " Ad. ‘\ S'IO Atki ’.Th g9 l' K ® bi S 9 *
y am ilvera tkinson urgate outroumbis tensness l
More than half of NYL matches 8 22 . o @ |' °© @ onriso @
. < Suman @ rrigan utOn () De Silva Kin ® c P
clash with HAL schedules, S 20/ @  Fopovic@ MoUierkeuss sulivan . e Burns . wan g
(O ! Heward-Belle @ Hore@®@ O O Nisbet @ . Glover @ Rowles (O) ) J ) g
meaning it iS not pOSSibIe for a 2 ]8 ’ . Pierias .Akbari Van der Saag . Brimmer Metcalfe Russell .Miller ‘~ - gm =
—_ ' Flottmann Y o i ! o ONeill Baccus }
. |
player who sits on the bench and % 16 W2, Gereaw | Grozos Blackwood
‘ unagiar .
does not play, or has low minutes = 14 * @ Ppoic @ @
8 \s Ivanovic o Najjarine Barnett ( |
o o . Richards
in the game, to gain meaningful % 12 S;“”"e“"’i$s e
competitive match minutes. s 10 @& Tt
. . . . Q_ Powell
This has a significant impact on <CE. 8 o o Courtnegberkins e U-23players with a high number of appearances
. . . . Ruiz Diaz . . Dillon Sutton . .
Junior National Team Players. ‘5 6 @ "Nt 9@  Kin@ @@ o in HAL Matchday squads; but low number of
— Trew Pagden | tch minutes.
. _ O 4 . Dukuly @ ngram @D © @) simmons ma
These playersinthe 1/7-23 age -g 5 i@ Q O o e :Abtﬁam :,etew ® @i MoOTe than half are Junior National Teams players.
group are often included in HAL 5 Niyongabire  Augleh oy ) Py
Z O Palazzolo = Borges Rodrigues Anderson

match day squads, but with no
0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800

competitions to play in they lack Combined Minutes in HAL, FFA Cup, ACL and NYL
match fitness and readiness. NYL SCHEDULE CLASHES IN 2019

SCHNE\I(DLULE ‘ @
Gamel X X X X X X v X
cgme2 vV X X vV vV v X X V
Gamez X X X X X X X X X
Games vV VvV VvV X VvV VvV VvV VvV X
Game5 VvV VvV X X X X v X
Gamee X X X vV v v X v X
Gme7 X v X v X X v v X
Gamea X X X X v X X vV
e/ sencunraweA ) BENGHINHALMATCHARE

ABLE TO ALSO PLAY IN NYL NOT ABLE TO ALSO PLAY IN NYL



WHAT WE HAVE LEARNT

The profiling of HAL as having an Experienced
Player Identity highlights that our domestic
professional league is not providing sufficient
opportunities for our talented youth footballers in
comparison to leading nations such as

Netherlands, Croatia, Belgium and Uruguay.

Changes in the NYL competition structure and the
inclusion of varying age restrictions across both
NYL and NPL have resulted in significantly
reducing the opportunities for talented youth
footballers to obtain match minutes in
comparison to previous generations and other

nations.

This significant reduction in available match
minutes during a critical development stage for
youth footballers has led to many Australian youth
national team representatives exiting the

professional game prematurely; namely those
bornin 1990, and 1995 - 97.

Australia has the second lowest match minutes
available compared to the other leading national
leagues. Only 19% of these minutes are played by
players under the age of 23, the equivalent of two

players from a starting 11.

Data across 35 leading professional leagues
shows that there is no relationship between Points
Per Game and % of Match Minutes played by
U23s. The perception that playing youth players
poses a material risk on match results is
unfounded; there have been multiple league
champions where the majority of match minutes

were played by players under the age of 23.

Australia has a healthy number of professional
footballers under the age of 23 when comparing
to other leading nations. However, 97% of these
players do not obtain 2250 minutes per season
which significantly diminishes their opportunity

for career progression.

The Performance Gap is already having an impact
on the current national team player pool; there
are only 34 Australians under the age of 30 who
played more than 2250 minutes in 2018-19 (Japan
had 97). This will likely result in Australia having
one of its oldest squads at the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022,

Only 15% of transfers in football occur in the 30+
Experienced Player bracket, which contributes
only 6% of transfer fees in the global transfer
market. Production Identity leagues averaged
$65.35M USD each last season, compared to
Australia’s $1.9M USD.

More than half (55%) of Australians who play
more than 2250 minutes in a HAL season, before

they turn 23, are sold overseas for a transfer fee.

Australian youth national teams are significantly
underprepared at major tournaments in
comparison to other Asian nations. This can also
hinder the development of our leading youth
representatives due to the lack of international

match exposure.

There are multiple challenges that talented
players must navigate to fulfil their potential
within the current youth system; age restrictions,
contracting, competition scheduling and

competition structure are key areas to review.

The Performance Gap






